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Welcome to this online act of worship!
O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Preparation

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.
You have given us a share in the inheritance
of the saints in light.
In the darkness of this age
your saints proclaim the glory of your kingdom.
Chosen as lights in the world,
they surround our steps as we journey on
towards that eternal city of light
where they sing the triumphal song.
Open our eyes to behold your glory
and free our tongues to join their song:
Great and wonderful are your deeds,
Lord God almighty;
just and true are your ways, King of the ages.
To you be praise and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.
Introduction
We have come together in the name of Christ
to offer our praise and thanksgiving,
to hear and receive God‟s holy word,
to pray for the needs of the world,
and to seek the forgiveness of our sins,
that by the power of the Holy Spirit
we may give ourselves to the service of God.
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever. Amen.
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Penitence
Jesus says, „Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.‟
So let us turn away from sin and turn to Christ,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.
God be gracious to us and bless us,
and make your face shine upon us:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May your ways be known on the earth,
your saving power among the nations:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
You, Lord, have made known your salvation,
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
May the Father of all mercies
cleanse us from our sins,
and restore us in his image
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Word of God
Psalm 90. 1-8,12
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Lord, you have been our refuge 
from one generation to another.
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Before the mountains were brought forth,
or the earth and the world were formed, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
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You turn us back to dust and say: 
‘Turn back, O children of earth.’
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For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday, 
which passes like a watch in the night.
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You sweep them away like a dream; 
they fade away suddenly like the grass.
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In the morning it is green and flourishes; 
in the evening it is dried up and withered.
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For we consume away in your displeasure; 
we are afraid at your wrathful indignation.
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You have set our misdeeds before you 
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.

12 So teach us to number our days 
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now:
and shall be for ever.
Amen.
The Collect
Heavenly Lord,
you long for the world‟s salvation:
stir us from apathy,
restrain us from excess
and revive in us new hope
that all creation will one day be healed
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Gospel Reading
Matthew 25.14-30
Alleluia, alleluia.
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven.
Alleluia.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said to his disciples, „The kingdom of heaven is as if a man, going on a
journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one
he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to
his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the
same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But
the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the
ground and hid his master‟s money. After a long time the master of those
slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
“Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more
talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave;
you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents
also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see,
I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the
one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I
knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and
gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and
hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master
replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have
received what was my own with interest.
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So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For
to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.
As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”‟
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
Responsory
Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead
And Christ shall give you light.
You have died and your life is hid with Christ in God.
Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead.
Set your minds on things that are above,
not on things that are on the earth.
And Christ shall give you light.
When Christ our life appears you will appear with him in glory.
Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,
and Christ shall give you light.
Prayers
Intercessions are offered. At the end of the prayers the Lord’s Prayer is said:
The Lord’s Prayer
Uniting our prayers with the whole company of heaven
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
6
Amen.

The Conclusion
Closing Prayer
Eternal God,
our beginning and our end,
accompany us in this day‟s journey.
Dawn on our darkness,
open our eyes to praise you for your creation
and to see the work you set before us today.
Take us and use us
to bring to others the new life you give in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
The Blessing
Christ our King make you faithful and strong to do his will,
that you may reign with him in glory;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain us you always.
Amen.
The Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God
Thank you for joining us for this act of worship!
God bless you.
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